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Split This Rock Recommended Poetry Books of 2014Praise for Allison Adelle Hedge Coke:"These

are the songs of righteous anger and utter beauty."&#151;Joy HarjoFrom "Carcass":Split skin

stretched over marrowless cage,encased dry tomb, like those strewnthrough this loess reach,

cradling pastever present here, and now you comewalking riverside, bringing sensory thrillinto

daylight much like this cervidaeculled morning each waking beforedemise. We move this way,

catching lifeuntil death captures us, where we rotinto the same dust holding multitudesbefore us,

and welcoming those beyond.Allison Adelle Hedge Coke is a poet, writer, performer, editor, and

activist.
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When I first heard about this new work, I thought it was music. Maybe it was the title, but from the

first brief glimpses I saw, I expected poetry set to music. There is an album of this out there like that,

but even with the text of these poems I was not wholly wrong. Allison Adelle Hedge Coke's poetry

has always struck me as having an inherent musicality to it, and these poems are no exception.



Even beyond the music in the words and the arrangement though, there is a constant connection to

the music of the world itself. There is a silent music in the patterns of things, both sweet and

discordant, and it seems to me that these poems are firmly linked to that. Whether you think I'm

totally off base on that or not, I don't think you could reasonably find fault with these poems. This is

some richly vivid and elegantly moving writing.
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